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Chapter 9 
 

BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE CODES 
 

Sections: 
 
ARTICLE 1: BUILDING CODE REGULATIONS 
9-100 BUILDING CODE 
 
ARTICLE 2: MAINTENANCE CODE REGULATIONS 
9-200 ADOPTION OF MAINTENANCE CODE 
ARTICLE 3: GENERAL 
 
9-300 NONLIABILITY OF PERSONNEL ENFORCING CHAPTER 
9-301 VIOLATIONS 
9-302 PERMIT FEES 
9-303 SPOT BLIGHT ABATEMENT 
9-304 THROUGH 9-309 (RESERVED) 
9-310 DEFINITIONS 
 
Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Front Royal 3-11-85 (Chapter 5, Article II of the 1965 Code). 
Repealed “Building Inspector” and amended entire Chapter 11-26-07 to BUILDINGS. Amended Entire Chapter 10-
22-18 to “Building and Maintenance Codes” including adding Articles 1 – 3; and, moved 9-2 “Removal, Repair, 
ETC., of Buildings and Other Structures Harboring Illegal Drug Use” to Chapter 145-5. Amendments noted where 
applicable. 

ARTICLE 1: BUILDING CODE REGULATIONS 

9-100  BUILDING CODE 

A. In accordance with the Code of Virginia § 36-105, the Town of Front Royal hereby reserves 
its authority to establish a Town Building Department, and a Local Board of Building Code 
Appeals (LBBCA), herein referred to generally as the “Board of Appeals,” to administer and 
enforce the mandatory provisions of the Virginia Uniform Building Code, including Part I, 
Construction Code, and Part II, Rehabilitation Code, and including future amendments 
thereto, and all codes incorporated by reference therein.  Such codes shall generally be 
referred to herein generally as the “Building Code.” 

 
B. Under the provisions of this Chapter, Town Council may elect to pass a resolution to 

officially establish a Town Building Department to administer and enforce the Building 
Code.  Such resolution shall also include the establishment of a Board of Appeals, as 
described further herein.  Upon adoption of such resolution of Town Council the Town 
hereby adopts the Building Code, and all such duties and requirements specified therein. 

 
C. Until such time that the Town elects to establish a Town Building Department and Town 

Board of Appeals, the Town shall enter into an agreement with the local governing body of 
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another county or municipality or with some other agency, or an approved state agency for 
such administration, enforcement and appeals resulting therefrom. 

 
1. The February 8, 1983 agreement with Warren County shall remain in effect at the passing 

of this ordinance until such time that the agreement is terminated, renewed or amended.  
This agreement establishes Warren County as the Building Department for the Town, 
including the Warren County Board of Building Code Appeals as the appeals board for 
the Town. 

 
D. At such time that Town Council may establish a Building Department and Board of Appeals, 

the Town Manager shall appoint a Building Official to administer and enforce the Building 
Code.  Such Building Official shall meet the required qualification and certification 
requirements and shall maintain all permanent records of the Building Department, including 
applications received, permits, certificates, notices and orders issued, fees collected and 
reports of inspection in accordance with the Library of Virginia’s General Schedule Number 
Six.  The Building Official shall administer and enforce the Building Code and may establish 
procedures and policies as may be necessary for such administration and enforcement.  All 
codes and procedures shall be made available for the public to view and/or obtain copies 
from the office of the Building Official during established normal business hours. 

 
E. As specified under Subsection B, Town Council shall appoint five (5) members to a Board of 

Appeals upon adoption of a Town Building Department.  The membership of the Board shall 
be established in compliance with the following requirements, unless more stringent 
requirements are required by the Building Code. 

 
1. All members of the Board of Appeals shall live within Warren County, Virginia, and at 

least three (3) members shall reside within the Town.  
 

2. Town Council may appoint two (2) alternate members who shall be called by the board 
chair to hear appeals during the absence or disqualification of a member. Alternate 
members shall possess the qualifications required for board membership. 

 
3. At least three (3) members shall have no less than five (5) years knowledge and 

experience in the construction industry.  Members that do not have knowledge and 
experience in the construction industry shall have an equivalent experience in the real 
estate, law, architecture, or engineering professions. 

 
4. No employee or official of the Town may serve as a Board Member. 

 
5. Compensation, meeting dates, voting procedures, officers, term limits and other 

procedures of the Board of Appeals shall be established in by-laws that are approved by 
Town Council. 
 

6.  The Board of Appeals shall be used as the appeals board for the Virginia Maintenance 
Code. 
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7. The Board of Appeals shall be reviewed by the Virginia Department of Housing and 
Community Development 

 
(Repealed/Added Entire Section 11-26-07-Eff. 7-1-08; Amended Entire Section 10-22-18-Eff. Upon Passage) 

ARICLE 2: MAINTENANCE CODE REGULATIONS 

9-200  ADOPTION OF MAINTENANCE CODE 

A. To ensure the protection of the public health, safety and welfare, the Town hereby adopts the 
optional provisions of the Virginia Uniform Building Code, including Part III, Virginia 
Maintenance Code, future amendments thereto, and including codes incorporated by 
reference therein, herein also generally referred to generally as the “Maintenance Code,” as 
related to building regulations that facilitate the maintenance, rehabilitation, development and 
reuse of existing buildings at the least possible cost to ensure the protection of the public 
health, safety and welfare of Town residents.  Furthermore, in accordance with §36-99 of the 
Code of Virginia, the purpose of this code is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the 
residents of the Commonwealth of Virginia, provided that buildings and structures should be 
permitted to be maintained at the least possible cost consistent with recognized standards of 
health, safety, energy conservation and water conservation, including provision necessary to 
prevent overcrowding, rodent or insect infestation, and garbage accumulation; and barrier-
free provisions for the physically handicapped and aged. 

 
B. The Town Manager shall appoint a Maintenance Code Official to administer and enforce the 

Virginia Maintenance Code.  The Maintenance Code Official shall meet the required 
qualifications, certification requirements, and training requirements of the Maintenance 
Code.  All codes, policies and procedures shall be made available for the public to view 
and/or obtain copies from the office of the Maintenance Code Official during established 
normal business hours. 

 
C. The Town shall appoint a Board of Appeals to consider all appeals that may arise from the 

provisions of this Article.  Such Board of Appeals shall be established under the criteria 
found within Chapter 9, Section 100, Subsection E.  Alternatively, the Town may elect to use 
the Board of Appeals used by another county or municipality, or with some other agency, 
provided that an agreement is entered into with the appropriate local government board, or an 
approved state agency. 
 

(Repealed/Added Entire Section 11-26-07-Eff. 7-1-08; Amended Entire Section 10-22-18-Eff. Upon Passage) 

ARICLE 3: GENERAL 

9-300  NONLIABILITY OF PERSONNEL ENFORCING CHAPTER 

Nothing in this chapter or in any code adopted by this chapter shall be construed as imposing 
upon any Town officer or employee duly authorized to administer or enforce the provisions of 
this chapter any liability or responsibility for damages to any person injured by a defect in any 
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building construction or other work mentioned herein, or by the installation thereof, nor shall the 
Town government or any official or employee thereof be held as assuming any such liability or 
responsibility by reason of inspections authorized by this chapter or certificates of approval 
issued by the building official or property maintenance code official. 
 
(Added Entire Section 10-22-18-Effective Upon Passage) 

9-301  VIOLATIONS 

A. It shall be unlawful for any owner or any other person, firm or corporation to violate any 
provision of this chapter. Any violation shall be deemed a misdemeanor and any owner or 
any other person, firm or corporation convicted of a violation shall be punished by a fine of 
not more than two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00). In addition, each day the 
violation continues after conviction or the expiration of the court-ordered abatement period 
shall constitute a separate offence.  If the violation remains uncorrected at the time of 
conviction, the court shall order the violator to abate or remedy the violation in order to 
comply with the applicable Code.  Except as otherwise provided by the court for good cause 
shown, any such violator shall abate or remedy the violation within six (6) months of the date 
of conviction.  Each day during which the violation continues after the court-ordered 
abatement period has ended shall constitute as separate offence.  Any person convicted of a 
second offense, committed within less than five (5) years after a first offence under this 
chapter shall be punished by confinement in jail for not more than five (5) days and a fine of 
not less than $1,000 nor more than $2,500, either or both.  Provided, however, that the 
provision for confinement in jail shall not be applicable to any person, firm or corporation, 
when such violation involves a multiple-family dwelling unit.  Any person convicted of a 
second offense committed within a period of five (5) to ten (10) years of a first offense under 
this chapter shall be punished by a fine of not less than $500 nor more than $2,500.  Any 
person convicted of a third or subsequent offense involving the same property committed 
within ten (10) years of an offense under this chapter after having been at least twice 
previously convicted, shall be punished by confinement in jail for not more than ten (10) 
days and a fine of not less than two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) nor more than 
five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), either or both. No portion of the fine imposed for such 
third or subsequent offense committed within ten (10) years of an offense under this chapter 
shall be suspended.  

B. Any prosecution under this section shall be commenced within the time specifications 
provided under Virginia Code § 19.2-8.  

 
(Added Entire Section 10-22-18-Effective Upon Passage) 

9-302  PERMIT FEES 

A. Town Council reserves the right to adopt and publish a schedule of fees for services rendered 
by either the Building Code Official and/or Maintenance Code Official, and to amend the 
schedule by separate resolution.  Such schedule of fees and any amendment shall be in lieu of 
any permit fees set forth in any technical code adopted by the Town. 
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B. No permit as required by the Town by ordinance or regulation shall be issued unless the fee 
prescribed for the service shall have been paid, nor shall any amendment to such a permit be 
approved until any additional fee, if any, due to an increase in the estimated cost of the 
building or structure, shall also have been paid. 

 
(Added Entire Section 10-22-18-Effective Upon Passage) 

9-303  SPOT BLIGHT ABATEMENT 

A.  PURPOSE.  The purpose of this Section is to provide for the abatement of blighted property 
that threatens the public's health, safety, and/or welfare. 
 
B.  DEFINITIONS.  As used in this chapter, unless otherwise required by the context: 
 

1. Blighted property means any individual commercial, industrial, or residential structure or 
improvement that endangers the public's health, safety, or welfare because the structure 
or improvement upon the property is dilapidated, deteriorated, or violates minimum 
health and safety standards. 

 
2. Town means the Town of Front Royal, Virginia. 

 
3. Farm building or structure means a legally established building or structure, primarily 

used for agricultural, as defined by the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
4. Spot blight means a structure or improvement that is a blighted property as defined in this 

chapter. 
 
5. Spot blight abatement plan means the written plan prepared by the owner(s) of record of 

any blighted property to address spot blight, or if the owner(s) of record of such blighted 
property fail to respond as provided for in this chapter, the written plan prepared by the 
Town Manager, or designee, to abate, raze, or remove the blighted property. 

 
C.  SPOT BLIGHT ABATEMENT AUTHORIZED.  Town Council is authorized under Code 
of Virginia §§ 36-49.1:1.G and 15.2-900, as amended, to declare any blighted property to 
constitute a nuisance, which declaration shall be made by ordinance adopted by Town Council 
specific to such blighted property, and thereupon abate, raze, or remove such blighted property. 

 
D.  INSPECTIONS.  Upon receipt of a complaint that any individual commercial, industrial, or 
residential structure or improvement is spot blight, the Town Manager, or designee, shall be 
authorized to inspect such structure or improvement and make a preliminary determination that 
such structure or improvement is blighted property. 
 
E. EXEMPTIONS.  The following structures and improvements shall be exempt from this 
chapter: 

 
1. Farm buildings or structures. 
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F.   PROCEDURE FOR DECLARATION OF BLIGHTED PROPERTY. 
 

1. Should the Town Manager, or designee, make a preliminary determination of blighted 
property in accordance with this chapter, notice shall be sent to the owner(s) of record of 
the blighted property at the last known address of such owner(s) as shown on the current 
real estate tax assessment records, specifying the reasons why the property is a blighted 
property. Such notice shall be sent by Certified Mail and First-Class Mail to said 
owner(s), and also shall be posted on the blighted property. The owner(s) of record shall 
have thirty (30) days from the date such notice is sent in which to respond in writing with 
a spot blight abatement plan to address the blighted property within a reasonable time. 

 
2. If the owner(s) of record fail to respond within the thirty (30) day period with a written 

spot blight abatement plan that is acceptable to the Town Manager, or designee, the Town 
Manager, or designee, shall prepare a proposed spot blight abatement plan for the 
blighted property, and shall request that Town Council direct the Town Manager, or 
designee, to prepare an proposed ordinance to declare that said blighted property 
constitutes a nuisance. 

 
3. If directed to prepare such proposed ordinance by Town Council, the Town Manager, or 

designee, shall provide notice of such ordinance and Town’s proposed spot abatement 
plan in accordance with Code of Virginia § 15.2-1427, as amended, and bring such 
ordinance forward for public hearing, Town Council’s consideration, and passage. In 
addition to the notice required by Code of Virginia § 15.2-1427, as amended, written 
notice of such ordinance and public hearing, together with a copy of the Town’s proposed 
spot blight abatement plan, shall be sent to the owner(s) of record of the blighted property 
at the last known address of such owner(s) as shown on the current real estate tax 
assessment records and shall be posted on the blighted property. 

 
4. If Town Council adopts the ordinance and the Town’s proposed spot abatement plan or 

some variation thereof, the Town’s spot blight abatement plan shall become effective and 
the Town Manager, or designee, may implement the Town’s spot blight abatement plan. 

 
G.  PROPERTY LIENS.  If the ordinance is adopted by Town Council, any costs incurred by 
the Town under the Town’s spot blight abatement plan for the removal or abatement of the 
blighted property shall be a lien on the blighted property and such lien shall bear interest at the 
legal rate of interest established in Code of Virginia § 6.2-301, as amended, beginning on the 
date that such removal or abatement is completed through the date on which the lien is paid. Said 
lien may be recorded as a lien among the land records of the Circuit Court of Warren County, 
which lien shall be treated in all respects as a tax lien and enforceable in the same manner as 
provided in Code of Virginia Articles 3 (§ 58.1-3940 et seq.) and 4 (§ 58.103965 et seq.) of 
Chapter 39 of Title 58.1. as amended. 
 
(Added Entire Section “Auth Require Removal, Repair of Building/Structures” 10-22-18-Eff. Upon Passage) 
(Amended Entire Section to “Spot Blight Abatement” 3-9-20-Effective Upon Passage) 
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9-304 THROUGH 9-309  (RESERVED) 

9-310  DEFINITIONS 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  
 
Building Code means the applicable provisions of the Virginia Uniform Building Code, Part I, 
Construction Code, and Part II, Rehabilitation Code, including future amendments thereto, and 
all codes incorporated by reference therein. 
 
Building Code Official means the person that is employed, contracted, or designated with an 
agreement from another county, municipality or other agency, that has been appointed by the 
Town to administer and enforce the applicable provisions of the Building Code, as defined 
herein. 
 
Day means a calendar day.  
 
Maintenance Code means the applicable provisions of the Virginia Uniform Building Code, Part 
III, Maintenance Code, and all codes incorporated by reference therein. 
 
Maintenance Code Official means the person that is employed, contracted, or designated with 
an agreement from another county, municipality or other agency, that has been appointed by the 
Town to administer and enforce the applicable provisions of the Maintenance Code, as defined 
herein. 
 
Owner means the person or entity shown on the current real estate assessment books or current 
real estate assessment records of the Town or the fee simple owner of the property if ownership 
has changed since such tax assessment records were last updated. 
 
Premises, a single lot of record under ownership, or multiple contiguous lots of record that are 
under the same ownership. 
 
Violations.  As applicable to the Maintenance Code, means conditions which affect safe, decent 
and sanitary living conditions of persons occupying a residential rental dwelling unit include 
items that violate fire safety; lack of or poor condition of sanitary facilities; absence of adequate 
heating systems or equipment; items which affect the safe operation of electrical and mechanical 
systems; items which affect structural integrity of the building and/or the ability of the building 
envelope to keep out weather, or one or more other conditions that, if not corrected, would be 
reasonably expected to become conditions that affect the safe, decent and sanitary living 
conditions of the occupants, or other conditions that violate the provisions of the Maintenance 
Code, or multiple Maintenance Code violations that indicate, in their totality, the dwelling unit is 
not being properly maintained.  As applicable to the Building Code, means conditions which are 
in violation of the Building Code, as defined herein. 
 
(Added Entire Section and Amended Entire Chapter 10-22-18-Effective Upon Passage) 
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