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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE

The purpose of this document is to serve as a gui
and supplementary set of standards, for the evaluati
of construction activities taking place within the Froi
Royal Historic District This document isntended to

assist property owners, business owners, contracta
developers and citizenso better understand what
standards and requirements are expectddr new

construction activities, includingdemolitions new

construction, major renovationsgnd signs within the
Front Royal Historic District.
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IMPORTANT LEGAL FACTS

The regulations of the Front Royal Historic Overli
District, and the authority of the BAR, amgranted by
Town Counciby Sectiors 17582 - 17598 of the Town
Code, under the authority granted by the

Commonwealth of Virginia b§15.22306 of the Virginia
Code. The Front Royal Historic District was establish
on December 4, 2002 by the Governor and Virgil
Department of Historic Resource$ection 17584.B.5.

ofthS ¢2gy /2RS SadloftArak
duties is b create supplemental standards.

The restrictions within the Historic Overlay District a
in addition to all other applicable zoning requirement
as well as building code requirements that a
regulated by Warren County.
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The Board of Architectural Review (BAR) determines
appropriateness of signs and construction activitie
including demolitions, proposed to take place ¢
property within the Front Royal Historic DistrictThe

Historic Overlay District was created to preserve a
enhance the historic character of this impant area of

the Town so it can be enjoyed by future residents of t
Town. As of February 2013, the members of the B,
include the following citizens:
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Gary Vaughan

Nancy R. LeHew

BARMEETINGS: "2Tuesday of each Month at 7PM ¢
the Town Administration Building.

STAFF CONTACTS

Jeremy F.&np, Planning & Zoning Director
Connie Potter, Senior Administrative Assistant

Department of Planning & Zoning | 102 E Main Street Front Royal, VA 22630 | phone 540.635.4236 | fax 540.631.2727



SIGNS

The Board of Architectural Review (BAR) has develo
the sign guidelines of this Chapter to create greal
understanding of the types of signs that ai
appropriate for properties locatedwvithin the Front

Royal Historic Overlay District, particularly when st
sighage is subject to the issuance of a Certificate
Appropriateness. These sign standards are in addi
to the sign requirements found within Section 1766

of the Town Code.

GENERAL PLACEMENT

Sign design must be compatible with the architectu
of the building and the streetscape. Signs should 1
mask windows or other important architecture
features of the building. Signs should be placed witl
the line of sight for peddsans, and be no higher thar
15 feet above the sidewalk or the bottom of the secol
floor windows. On narrow streets, such as Main Stre
projecting signs placed at the upper first floor a
encouraged because of their appeal to pedestrial
historic canpatibility, and visibility. Sign messages m
be creative, but shall not include offensive language.

SIZE

Bigger is not necessarily better when it comes to sig
A small inviting sign that is wallaced in the
LISRSAGNATI yQ& @A Sg tharda niuch
larger sign. The size of a proposed sign should b
proportion with the wall on which it is located. Sigr
should not exceed one square foot for each linear fc
of building width, as based on the side of the buildil
on which the sign ikcated.

COLOR
Muted, neutral and earth tones are the mos
compatible in the Historic District. However, son
brighter tones may be perfectly suitable if used as
accent.

LIGHTING

Lighting design should be selected based on

compatibility to the style of the sign, building, anc
surrounding buildings and streetscape. Internally
signs are discouraged. Light fixtures should

designed for indirect lighting of a particular locatiol
Shielding may also be necessary to minimize glare.

MATERIALS

Material selection should be based on ease
maintenance and compatibility with the material
associated with the architectural features of th
building and surrounding buildings.

lllustration = The picture above illustrates an appropria
example of sigrplacement in proportion to the building
and surroundings.

lllustration 2 This sign is a good example of how the s

color can become an extension of the building.
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SIGNS

QUANTITY
It is recommended that the quantity of signs be itimdl to no more than two permanent signs per establishmel
Temporary window signs should cover no more than 25% of the window.

TYPE OF SIGNS
Wall mounted or projecting signs are generally recommended for most uses within the Historic Overlay District.

New freestanding signs are not recommended unless there is a substantial yard area on the property, and the ¢
monument type sign.

Pylon and interior illuminated box signs are discouraged.

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

A sign permit is required for most types of signs within the Town of Front Royal, and a building permit may be reqt
the Warren County Department of Building Inspections, depending on the type of sign. In addition, signs witl
Historic Overlayistrict require the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness. The Zoning Administrator is authori
approve signs that meet the guidelines of the Board of Architectural Review (BAR). Signs that do not conform 1
guidelines require reviewybthe BAR.
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that helpsmake the location a point of interest.

lllustration 3 The above sign is a good example
a freestanding directory sign. Each tenant in tt
building has a location on the sign.



CORNICES AND ROOFING

CORNICE

The cornice occurs at the junctidretween the roof and
the exterior wall. lis comprised of soffit fascia, frieze
and corner boards. On commercial buildings it may b
decorated classical projection or a flat decorative ba
within the wall material.

The following rules are recommedad for cornices:

1. Keep the cornice well sealed and anchored, a
maintain the gutter system and flashing.

2. Repair, rather than replace, the cornice. Do n
remove original elements such as brackets
blocks, without replacing them with new ones ¢
a likedesign.

3. Match materials, decorative details, and profile
of the existing original cornice design whe
making repairs.

4. Do not replace an original cornice with a ne
one that conveys a different period, style, ¢
theme from that of the building. If the coice is
missing, the replacement of it should be bast
on physical or documented evidence of tr
original architectural style of the building.

ROOFING

One of the most important elements of a structure is tt
roof. It serves to protect the building frothe elements.
Good roof maintenance is absolutely critical for tf
preservation of the entire structure.

The following rules are recommended for roofs:

1. Retain elements such as chimneys, skylights, i
light wells that contribute to the style anc
character of the building.

2. When replacing a roof, match original materia
as closely as possible.

3. Slate is a historic roofing material found in tr
districts. Before replacing slate with new slat
or a substitute material, make sure that it is th
slate that is deteriorating and not the roof
flashing or slate hangers. Buckingham slate u
on many local structures should las
approximately 175 years or longer, and repal
may be possible instead of wholesa
replacement. Rusted fasteners cause slate
slip and leaks to develop. fRang slate with
new fasteners. Pennsylvania slate las
approximately 75 years before it begin
delaminates and needs to be replaced. Artific
slate and standing seam metal roofing materie
are reasonable alternativesotslate within the
Front Royal Historic District.
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lllustration 5 Above is a good example of well maintaine
cornice to a residential house in the Historic District.

lllustration 8 Metal, slate and wood shingle roofs al
compatible with the original architecture of the building
in the historic district. Above is a picture of a rawith
cedar shingles.



Keep metal surfaces painted (except for copg
roofs) and use the appropriate primer for th
particular type of metal roof.

Antennas and solar collectors should be locat
on portions of the roof that are less prominer
and do not diminish the architectural characte
of a historically significant building.

Do not add new architectural elements,ctuas,
skylights, or additional stories that would b
visible on the primary elevation of the building.

ADDITIONS

An addition to a historic building may radically alter |
appearance. When an addition is necessary, it should
designed anctonstructed in a way that complements th
character of the historic building.

1.

Function. Attempt to accommodate neede
functions within the existing structure withou
building an addition.

Size. Limit the size of the addition so that it do
not visualy overpower the existing building.
Location. Attempt to locate the addition on rez
or side elevations that are not visible from th
street. If additional floors are constructed on to
of a building, set the addition back from the ma
facade so that itwisual impact is minimized. |
the addition is located on a primary elevation th
facade of the addition should be treated unde
the new construction guidelines. A primal
elevation is typically the side, or sides, of
building that faces the publictreet or other
prominent location regularly attended by the
public.

Design. New additions should be distinct, ai
not attempt to mimic the original structure. The
should be designed with a similar architectur
style, but not confuse the viewer as to aththe
original structure is.

Materials and Features. Use materials, windov
doors, architectural detailing, roofs, and colol
which are compatible with historic buildings i
the districts.

Attachment to Existing Building.  Wherew
possible, new additios or alterations to existing
buildings and structures should be done in suct
manner that, if such additions or alterations wer
to be removed in the future, the essential forr
and integrity of the original building or structur
would be unimpaired. Thefore, the new design
should not use the same wall plane, roof line,
cornice line of the existing structure.

lllustration 7 Slate roofing, such as that shown

above, is among the most durable roofing material

lllustration 8 Unique architectural aspects of

roof/building should be maintained. Above is ¢
example ofa uniqueVictorian/Gothic tower with a
GAR26Qa ol f @



ENTRANCES, PORCHES & DOORS

The important focal point of an entrance porch is the
door. Doors are often a charactdefining feature of the
architectural style of a building. Residences may have
of a variety of door types reflecting the variety of styles
residential buildings.

1.

Inspect masonry, wood, and metal of phes
and entrances for signs of rust, peeling pait
wood deterioration, open joints around frames
deteriorating putty, inadequate caulking, an
improper drainage. Correct any of thes
conditions.

Repair damaged elements, matching the detail
the existig originalmaterial. Reuse hardware
and locks that are original or important to th
historical evolution of the building.

Replace an entire porch only if it is to
deteriorated to repair or is completely missing
The new porch should match the original
closely as possible.

Do not strip entrances and porches of histor
material and details. Give more importance 1
front or side porches than to utilitarian bac
porches.

Avoid substituting the original doors with stoc
doors that do not fit the openingsrpperly.

Do not remove or radically change entrances a
porches important in defining the building"
overall historic character. Avoid adding "Coloni¢
decorative elements, such as broken pedimen
columns, and pilasters; installing decorative irc
supports;or adding a new entrance to the prima
elevation.

Do not enclose porches on primary elevations
avoid enclosing porches on secondary elevati
in a manner that radically changes the histol
appearance.

Paint aluminum storm doors to match othe
doors or trim.

On any buildings, provide any needed barrie
free access through removable or portable ram
when possible, rather than permanent ramg
that may alter features of the historic building.

lllustration 9@ Above is one of many unique ar
grand entrances that exist within the historic distric

llustration 10 Above is a 'gédd examble of

restored porch in the historic district.



WINDOWS

Windows may be placed at regular intervals or

asymmetrical patterns. Theisize may highlight various
bay divisions in the building. All of the windows may

the same in one house or there may be a variety of tyf
which give emphasis to certain parts of the building.

1.

Retain original windows if possible. Insure that .
hardware is in good operating condition, tha
caulk and glazing putty are intact, and that wat
drains off the sills.
Repair original windows by patching, splicin
consolidating, or otherwise reinforcing the
material. Wood that appears to be in ba
condition beause of peeling paint or separate
joints often can be repaired.
Replacement of original windows, muntins ar
mullions will have a profile in like manner an
style. Replacement of neoriginal windows will
be done with windows of a style that match th
architecture of the building. For example, tw
20SNJ Go2 2N Gog2 20SN
replaced with the same style.
Replace windows only when they are missing
beyond repair. Reconstruction should be bas
on physical evidence or old photographs. Dd n
use inappropriate materials or finishes the
radically change the sash, depth of revei
muntin configuration, the reflective quality ol
color of the glazingpr the appearance of the
frame.
Do not change the number, location, size,
glazing pattern ofwindows by cutting new
openings, blocking in windows, or installin
replacement sashes that do not fit the windo\
openings.
Improve thermal efficiency with weathel
stripping, storm windows, caulking, interio
shades, and if appropriate, blinds and awnings
A. Install interior storm sashes with airtigh
gaskets,  ventilating holes, ani
removable clips to allow propel
maintenance and to avoid condensatior
B. Install exterior storm windows that dc
not damage or obscure the windows.
Use shutters only on windows andbors that
show evidence of their use in the past. Th
should be wood (rather than metal or vinyl) an
should be mounted on hinges. Shutters should
sized to cover the window opening when close
Avoid shutters orbay windows.

lllustration 1% Above is a unique window in th

historic district.

lllustration 12 Repair original windows instead of

purchasing new windows.



MASONRY

Masonry Maintenance

1.

Retain masonry features such as walls, brackets, railit
cornices, window surrounds, pediments, steps, and colun
that are important in defining the overall character of th
building. The size, texture, color, and pattern of masor
units, as well as mortar joint size and tooling should

respected.

Monitor the effects of weather on the condition of morta
and the maonry units and insure that improper wate
drainage is not causing deterioration.

Prevent water from gathering at the base of a wall |
insuring that the ground slopes away from the wall or

installing drain tiles and/or downspout feed aways.

Do not appy waterproof, waterrepellent, or norhistoric

coatings in an effort to stop moisture problems; they ofte
trap moisture inside the masonry and cause more proble
in freeze/thaw cycles.

Repair cracks, which may indicate structural settling

deterioration and allow moisture penetrationAlways match
the color of the mortar when adding new mortar.

Caulk the joints between masonry and window frames
prevent water penetration.Use a color of caulk that blend
in with the existing color of the mortar.

Masonry Cleaning

Clean masonry only when necessary to halt deterioration or
remove heavy soiling. Use knowledgeable contractors and check 1
references and methods. Look for damage caused by the imprc
cleaning such as chipped or pitted brick, wediout mortar, rounded
edges of brick, or a residue or film. Cleaning of masonry should fo
these guidelines:

1.

Clean unpainted masonry with the gentlest means possit
The best method is loyressure water wash with detergent:
and natural bristle bruste

Test the cleaner on a small inconspicuous part of 1
building, beginning with the gentlest method and moving
harsher treatments only if necessary. Let the masonry in-
test patch dry thoroughly and look for surface deterioratic
or discolorationOlder brick may be too soft to clean and ct
be damaged by detergents and by the pressure of the wa
Building owners applying for federal rehabilitation tax cred
must conduct test patches before cleaning masonry.

Do not use abrasive cleaning methatdgh as sandblasting o
excessively higpressure water washes. These metho:
remove the hard outer shell of a brick and can cause ra
deterioration. Sandblasted masonry buildings cannot rece
federal tax credits.

Use chemical cleaners cautiously. O alean with chemical
methods that damage masonry and do not leave chemi
cleaners on the masonry longer than recommended.
Avoid using water or watedbased chemicals in freezin
conditions.

lllustration 13 Above is a masonr
chimney in the hisric district with
what appears to be historic paint.

lllustration 14: Proper maintenance
of masonry will help prevent
expensive repairs in the future.



Masonry Repair: Repointing
Disintegratingmortar, cracks in mortar joints, loose bricks, or damaged plaster work may signal the need for

of masonry.

1. Remove deteriorated mortar by carefully hand raking the joints to avoid damaging the masonry. C
remove mortar with electric saws or hammsethat damage the surrounding masonry.
2. Duplicate mortar in strength, composition, color, and texture.

A. Strength Do not repoint with mortar that is stronger than the original mortar and the brick its

Brick expands and contracts with freezing and heptionditions. When this change occurs, ¢
mortar moves to relieve the stress. If only portland cement is used, the mortar does not fls
much and the brick can crack, break, or spall. Do not repoint with a synthetic caulking comp
Composition Mortar of older brick buildings has a high lime and sand content. Replacer
mortar should be composed primarily of lime (one part) and sand (two parts) with some (no
than 20 percent of the lime and cement combined) portland cement (ASTIE0CType 1) for
workability. In newer buildings the lime content would be decreased and the portland cer
content increased.

Appearance Duplicate old mortar joints in width and profile. Cut out old mortar to a depth
one inch. Repoint to match original joints andai@ the original joint width. The color of new
mortar should match the original mortar.

Masonry Repair: Other

Repair damaged masonry features if possible, by patching, piecing in, or consolidating to mat
original instead of replacing an entire nuesy feature.

Repair stucco by removing loose material and patching with a new material that is similar in compao
color, and texture.

Patch stone in small areas with a cemdike material which, like mortar, should be weaker than tl
masonry being epaired and should be mixed accordingly. This type of work should be done by <
craftsmen.

Use epoxies for the repair of broken stone or carved details. Application of such materials shoi
undertaken by skilled craftsmen.

1.

2.

Masonry Painting andVaterproofing

1. Generally leave unpainted masonry unpainted.

2. Remove deteriorated paint to the next sound layer by hand scraping. Do not completely remove pair
is welladhered, as breaking that bond could damage the masonry.
If masonry needs repaintinfpllow these steps:

3.

moow>»

m

Clean with a lowpressure water wash (garden hose) if the building is dirty.

Allow masonry to dry for at least fourteen days before applying paint.

Prime with an appropriate masonry primer.

Repaint with an appropriate masonry paint ®ms recommended by a paint manufacturer.

Use watefrepellent coatings that breathe, but only as a last resort after water penetration
not been arrested by repointing and correcting drainage problems.

Dryvit or synthetic stucco may be appropriate foreus the Historic District on a case by ca
basis.
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SITE IMPROVEMENTS

Driveways, Offstreet Parking, andValks

1.

In general, driveways should be located only «
large or medium size lots that can accommode
such a feature.

Avoid placing driveways on small narrow lots
the drive will have a major visual impact on tr
site.

New parking should be located to treides and
rears of existing houses and should be screer
with landscaping if the area is prominently visib
from a public rightof-way.

Retainexisting historic paving materials used
walks and driveways, such as brick, limestoi
and patterned concre from earlier eras.
Replace damaged areas with materials th
match the original paving.

Insure that new paving materials are compatib
with the character of the area. Brick pavers
traditional patterns and scored concrete ar
examples of appropriat@pplications. Color anc
texture of both surfaces should be careful
reviewed prior to installation. Avoid large
expanses of bright white or gray concrel
surfaces.

Consider using identical or similar materials
combination of materials in both walks an
driveways.

Avoid demolishing historic structures to provid
areas for parking.

Garages, Outbuildings, and Site Features

Many houses in Front Royal have garages, outbuildi
and distinctive site features.Some typical outbuildings
include garages or caage houses.

1.

2.

Retain existing historic garages, outbuildings a
site features.

Design new garages or outbuildings to
compatible with the style of the major building
on the site, especially in materials and roof slop
New garages or outbuildingbauld be located to
the rear of the main house or they should k
placed to the side of the main house withot
extending in front of the center line of the house
The scale of new garages or outbuildings sho
not overpower the existing house or the siaé

the existing lot.

The design and location of any new site featur
should relate to the existing character of th

property.

lllustration 15 Many things other than

buildings contribute to the historic district.

lllustration 18 Accessory buildings can also |
significant assets of the histonlistrict.



