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DRAFT AMENDMENT 5                             6 
 7 

SIGN ORDINANCE MODIFICATIONS 8 

 9 

This draft amendment proposes changes to the sign regulations that overall reduce regulations on certain 10 
types of signs and modifies certain design standards.  The modifications include the addition of language 11 
that would allow “Open” Flag Signs and Sandwich Board signs without a zoning permit but with certain 12 
restrictions and design standards and with the need to obtain a Right-of-way Utilization Permit if located 13 
inside of the public right-of-way; an added allowance for the use of other types of Traditional Flags for 14 
signage on private property with certain restrictions and design standards, excluding feather type flags; 15 
an increase to the maximum allowed size of permitted Center Identification Signs; a change that would 16 
only allow Banner Signs for temporary use; a reduction of the vertical clearance for Projecting Signs more 17 
consistent with the state building code; more flexible requirements for the use of temporary Sales Event 18 
Signs; and other minor changes, such as formatting and editorial corrections and modifications. 19 
 20 

 21 

START ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 22 

 23 

 TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL MUNICIPAL CODE, Chapter 175, ZONING 24 

 25 

Section 175-106       SIGNS.  26 

 27 

A.  General Provisions: 28 

  29 

1. Purpose and Intent:  The purpose of this section is to regulate the size, location, height and 30 

construction of all signs placed for public observance; to protect the public health, safety, 31 

convenience and general welfare; to facilitate the creation of a convenient, attractive and 32 

harmonious community; to protect property values; and to further the urban design and 33 

economic development objective of the town plan.  To these ends, these regulations are 34 

intended to promote signs that are: 35 

  36 

a. Compatible with the landscape/streetscape and architecture of surrounding buildings, 37 

including historic sites and structure; 38 

b. Legible and appropriate to the activity to which they pertain; 39 

c. Not distracting to motorists; and 40 

d. Constructed and maintained in a structurally sound and attractive condition. 41 

  42 

2.  Applicability: These sign regulations shall apply to all signs erected within the Town of 43 

Front Royal following the effective date of this ordinance. 44 

  45 

3.  Sign Permit Required: Except as provided herein, no sign shall be erected, installed, used, 46 

altered, relocated, replaced or reconstructed until a sign permit has been issued (and a 47 

certificate of appropriateness or building permit, if applicable).  For the purpose of this 48 

Ordinance, all signs are considered accessory uses and accessory structures. Unless 49 

specifically qualified, all signs shall be located on the same lot with the principal use to which 50 

they pertain. 51 

  52 

4.  Special Definitions: For the purposes of these sign regulations, unless the context 53 

otherwise requires, the following terms shall have the meanings established below: 54 

  55 
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ANIMATED SIGN - A sign or part of a sign that moves or appears to move, including, but 56 

not limited to propellers, discs, digital screens, projections and flashing lights, but specifically 57 

excluding the hands of a clock, clocks, digital displays of only the time, date and temperature, 58 

weather vanes, and flags. 59 

 60 

ARTISTIC MURAL - A work of art (as a painting) applied to and made integral with a 61 

building wall that is prepared by a skilled artist and shows imaginative skill in arrangement 62 

or execution. 63 

   64 

      AWNING SIGN - A sign placed, painted or printed directly on the surface of an awning. 65 

   66 

BANNER – A temporary sign applied to cloth, paper, balloons or fabric of any kind. 67 

Governmental flags or symbolic flags of religious, charitable, public or nonprofit 68 

organizations shall not be considered banners. 69 

 70 

      BILLBOARD SIGN - See "off-premise sign." 71 

  72 

      CANOPY SIGN - A sign attached or otherwise affixed to a canopy. 73 

   74 

CHANGE OF USE - Any change from one business activity to another, except a name 75 

change for a specific established business activity. 76 

   77 

CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN - A sign or part of a sign that is  designed so that characters, 78 

letters or  illustrations can be changed or rearranged without altering the face or surface of 79 

the sign. 80 

  81 

DIRECTIONAL SIGN - An on-premises sign designed to guide vehicular and/or pedestrian 82 

traffic by using such words as "Entrance," "Exit," "Parking," "One Way" or 83 

similar directional instruction, but not including any advertising message. 84 

         85 

DIRECTORY SIGN - A sign on which the names and locations of occupants or the use of a 86 

building or group of buildings is given. 87 

  88 

FLASHING SIGN - A sign used for identification, direction, advertising or promotion that 89 

includes lights which flash, blink or turn on and off intermittently. 90 

 91 

FLAG – Any fabric, cloth, canvas or any non-rigid lightweight material that can be easily 92 

folded or rolled and attached to or designed to be flown from a flagpole or similar device and 93 

containing distinctive colors, patterns or symbols.  94 

 95 

FLAG SIGN, A flag used as a sign. 96 

 97 

FLAG SIGN, TRADITIONAL – A flag sign, excluding a sign on a “feather flag”, that does 98 

not exceed fifteen (15) square feet in area, and no one side exceeding a length of five feet 99 

(5’). 100 

 101 

FLAG SIGN, NON-TRADITIONAL – A flag sign other than a traditional flag sign.  A 102 

“feather flag” is an example of a non-traditional flag sign. 103 

 104 

FREESTANDING SIGN - See "ground-mounted sign." 105 

  106 
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GROUND-MOUNTED SIGN - A sign which is supported by structures or supports in or 107 

upon the ground and independent of any support from any building. 108 

  109 

IDENTIFICATION SIGN - A sign which displays only the address and name or crest, 110 

insignia or trademark, occupation or profession of an occupant or the name of any building 111 

on the premises. 112 

  113 

ILLUMINATED SIGN - A sign illuminated in any manner by an artificial light source, 114 

whether internally or externally lit, including neon. 115 

   116 

INSTITUTIONAL BULLETIN BOARD SIGN - A sign containing a surface upon which 117 

is displayed the name of a religious institution, school, library, community center or similar 118 

institutional or community service use and the announcement of its service. 119 

 120 

MARQUEE - A permanent structure projecting beyond a building wall at an entrance to a 121 

building or extending along and projecting beyond the building's wall and generally designed 122 

and constructed to provide protection against the weather. 123 

  124 

MARQUEE SIGN - A sign attached to and made part of a marquee or any other similar 125 

projection from a building. 126 

  127 

MONUMENT SIGN - A sign affixed to and made an integral part of a structure built on-128 

grade that does not involve the use of poles as its major sign support and is less than eight (8) 129 

feet in height. 130 

   131 

OFF-PREMISES SIGN - A sign which directs attention to a business, commodity, service 132 

or establishment conducted, sold or offered at a location other than the premises on which the 133 

sign is erected. 134 

  135 

PORTABLE SIGN - Any sign, except an exempt sign, that is not permanently affixed to the 136 

ground or another structure and is capable of being moved by mechanical or non-mechanical 137 

means. 138 

  139 

PROJECTING SIGN - Any sign, other than a wall, awning or marquee sign, which is 140 

affixed to on a building wall perpendicularly and is supported by bracketing to the surface on 141 

which it is mounted, typically by use of brackets. 142 

   143 

ROOF SIGN - A sign erected or constructed, in whole or in part, upon or above the highest 144 

point of a building with a flat roof, or the lowest portion of a roof for any building with a 145 

pitched roof. 146 

  147 

SANDWICH BOARD SIGN – A two-sided, self supporting sign attached at the top with 148 

the two sides separated by approximately 45 degrees. 149 

  150 

SIGN - Any device employing letters, words, symbols, etc., used or intended to attract the 151 

attention of the public from streets, sidewalks or other outside public rights-of-ways. For the 152 

purposes of this Article, the term "sign" shall include all structural members. 153 

  154 
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SIGN AREA - The surface area encompassed within any regular geometric figure (square, 155 

rectangle, circle, triangle, etc.) which would enclose all parts of the sign, excluding structural 156 

supports. 157 

  158 

TEMPORARY SIGN - A sign or advertising display designed or intended to be displayed 159 

for a short period of time.  Unless otherwise specified within this section, a temporary sign 160 

may only be used two (2) times within a 12-month period, and for a total time of ninety (90) 161 

days or fewer during the same 12-month period of time. 162 

 163 

WALL SIGN - A sign attached to a wall, or painted on or against a flat vertical surface of a 164 

structure, which displays only one (1) advertising surface. 165 

  166 

WINDOW SIGN - All signs attached to or applied directly  onto the internal or external 167 

surface, or set back less  than one (1) foot from the interior surface, of any  window in view 168 

of the general public from outside the  structure. 169 

5.  Prohibited Signs: The following signs are expressly prohibited unless specifically stated 170 

otherwise 171 

  172 

a. Billboards and Off-premise signs. 173 

  174 

b. Portable Signs, except sandwich board signs, as defined above, but including signs 175 

displayed on a stationary vehicle. 176 

 177 

c.  Changeable Copy Signs, except for approved institutional bulletin boards and gas 178 

station fuel price signs as permitted by this ordinance, and  where such signs are 179 

incorporated as an element  within another permanent sign, provided that the changeable 180 

copy area does not exceed twenty (20)  square feet or fifty percent (50%) of the total sign 181 

area, whichever is less. 182 

  183 

d. Simulated Traffic Signs or any sign which may be confused with or obstruct the view 184 

of any authorized traffic sign or signal. 185 

  186 

e. Animated Signs, including but not limited to pennants, propellers and discs. This 187 

prohibition shall not apply to the hands of a clock, a weather vane or flags. 188 

  189 

f. Flashing Signs, except for time and temperature signs. 190 

  191 

g. Glaring Signs or signs with light sources of such brightness as to constitute a hazard, as 192 

determined by the Zoning Administrator. 193 

  194 

h. Strings of lights outlining property lines, sales areas or any portion of a structure, 195 

unless part of an approved sign or sign structure.  This prohibition shall not apply to 196 

seasonal decorations. 197 

  198 

i. Roof Signs. 199 

  200 

j. Signs affixed to a tree, other natural vegetation, rocks, public utility poles or public 201 

signs. 202 

  203 
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k. Signs that obstruct the visibility of intersections or block any window, door, fire 204 

escape, stairway or any opening intended for light, air or access to any building. 205 

  206 

l. Signs erected in or over a public right-of-way or on public land, except as allowed in 207 

the Historic Overlay District, or as specifically approved by the Town Council. 208 

  209 

m. Home Occupation Signs, except an address or  identification sign as provided in 210 

Section 175-106A(6)(a) below. 211 

 212 

n. Non-traditional Flag Signs, except when used as a temporary sign, as regulated by this 213 

Chapter. 214 

  215 

6.  Exempt Signs: Sign permits shall not be required for the following signs; however, all 216 

other applicable regulations of this ordinance shall apply. 217 

  218 

a. Address or Identification sign. Signs indicating the address and/or names of occupants 219 

of premises, not exceeding two (2) square feet in area. 220 

  221 

b. Changing the message content of an approved directory, institutional bulletin board, 222 

theater marquee or changeable copy element of an approved sign.  223 

  224 

c. Commemorative plaques and historical markers erected by a recognized historical 225 

agency or governmental body. 226 

  227 

d. Flags, emblems and insignia of any governmental  agency or religious, charitable, 228 

public or nonprofit organization; provided, however, that no single flag shall exceed fifty 229 

(50) square feet in area and no single zoning lot shall display more than three (3) such 230 

flags.  If the total area of such flags exceeds seventy-two (72) square feet, the excess area 231 

shall be included in the sign area calculations for the zoning lot. 232 

 233 

e. Traditional Flag Signs, provided that the following conditions are met: 234 

(i) Only one (1) exempt traditional flag sign per parcel shall be allowed. 235 

(ii) Each exempt traditional flag sign shall be a maximum of fifteen (15) square feet 236 

in area. 237 

(iii) Words or letters used on an exempt traditional flag sign shall only communicate 238 

the language “Open” or “Open for Business”, and within the Historic Overlay 239 

District may also identify a non-profit organization or town government. 240 

(iv) Compliance with Section 178-106B.3.when located within the public right-of-way 241 

on property within the Historic Overlay District. 242 

(v) Shall be located within fifty (50) feet from the building entrance. 243 

 244 

ef. Handicapped Parking Space Sign. 245 

  246 

g. Directional Signs, not exceeding three (3) square feet in area and located on private 247 

property.  Such signs exceeding 2 1/2 feet in height shall be located no closer than 10 feet 248 

from the curb line of abutting streets. 249 

   250 

h. Security and Warning signs.  Signs posted on private property warning the public 251 

against trespassing or similar messages, provided that any such sign does not exceed 1.5 252 

square feet in area. 253 
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  254 

i. Private Drive Signs, one (1) per drive entrance, not exceeding two (2) square feet in 255 

area, with the  message content limited to the words "Private Drive" and the address of 256 

any residences utilizing the  private roadway. 257 

  258 

j. Public Signs, including traffic, utility, parking, directional, identification, public event 259 

and festival signs approved by the Town Council and other signs displayed for 260 

governmental purposes.  261 

  262 

k. Seasonal and temporary displays of patriotic, religious or civic character on private 263 

property, not advertising a product or service. 264 

  265 

l. Signs not visible beyond the boundaries of the lot or parcel upon which they are located 266 

or from any public right-of-way. 267 

  268 

m. Temporary political campaign signs on private property not to exceed eight (8) square 269 

feet in area and six (6) feet in height.  Such signs shall be removed within five (5) days 270 

after the election.  271 

 272 

n. Sandwich Board Signs, subject to the requirements of Section 175-106A.9.e. 273 

   274 

o. Temporary private yard sale signs, not exceeding three (3) in number per yard sale and 275 

not placed in a public right-of-way. 276 

  277 

p. Temporary real estate signs, located on the premises, not exceeding five (5) square feet 278 

in area for single-family residential districts or eight (8) square feet in area for other 279 

zoning districts.  No real estate sign shall exceed a height of six (6) feet.  One (1) real 280 

estate sign shall be permitted per property, except for corner lots, which may have two 281 

(2) such signs.  Temporary real estate signs shall be removed within seven (7) days of the 282 

settlement or lease of the property. 283 

   284 

q. Temporary window signs shall cover no more than fifty percent (50%) of the window 285 

area and shall not be displayed above the first floor.  Such signs shall not remain in place 286 

for more than eight (8) weeks. 287 

   288 

r. Vehicle safety inspection signs not exceeding ten (10) square feet in area.  Such signs 289 

may be either a wall sign or attached to an existing authorized ground-mounted sign 290 

structure [one (1) per business] not to exceed the height of the ground mounted sign. 291 

  292 

7. Signs Requiring Temporary Sign Permit: The following signs shall require the issuance of 293 

a temporary sign permit by the Zoning Administrator prior to their erection. The permit shall 294 

cite the length of time any such sign may be displayed.  If, after the expiration of the 295 

temporary sign permit, such signs are not removed, the town may remove them and charge 296 

the costs of removal to the enterprise or proprietor responsible. 297 

  298 

a. Special Sales Events Signs, exceeding a 14-day display period, announcing such events 299 

and grand openings, new management and going-out-of-business sales. Such signs, shall 300 

be attached to an existing principal structure or sign pole, shall not exceed twenty (20) 301 

square feet in area and may be displayed on a given property for one period, not to 302 

exceed ninety (90) days, within a 12-month period.  303 
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  304 

b. Temporary and Seasonal Produce, Fireworks and Tree Stand Signs.  The total area of 305 

all such signs shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet, nor shall any sign exceed six (6) 306 

feet in height. 307 

  308 

c. Construction Signs not to exceed one (1) per street frontage, limited to a maximum 309 

height of eight (8) feet.  The total area of all such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) 310 

square feet.  Such signs shall be removed within fourteen (14) days following completion 311 

of construction. 312 

  313 

d. Temporary Residential Subdivision and Model Home Identification Signs.  One (1) 314 

sign may be erected for not more than two (2) years at each principal entrance to the 315 

development.  Such signs shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height or sixteen (16) square 316 

feet in area.  In addition, one (1) model home sign of not more than four (4) square feet 317 

may be maintained at each model home. 318 

  319 

e. Temporary Signs on vacant lots announcing an upcoming event (such as "Coming 320 

Soon"). Such signs shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet in size and  may be displayed 321 

on a given property for one (1) period, not to exceed ninety (90) days, within a  twelve-322 

month period. 323 

   324 

8.  General Sign Standards: 325 

  326 

a. Determination of Sign Height and Setback.  The height of a sign shall be measured 327 

from the average elevation of the street to which the sign is oriented.  The setback shall 328 

be measured from the property boundary to the closest point of the sign. 329 

  330 

b. Number of Sign Faces.  No sign shall have more than two (2) sign faces. 331 

  332 

c. Determination of Sign Area.  The area of signs shall include the area enclosing the face 333 

of the sign, including all frames or other components not otherwise used for support. 334 

  335 

d. Area of Signs with Two (2) Sign Faces.  The area of a sign with two (2) sign faces 336 

shall be computed according to the following: 337 

  338 

[1] Sign faces separated by an interior angle of forty-five degrees (45 degrees) or 339 

greater, both sign faces shall be included. 340 

[2]  Sign faces separated by an interior angle of less than forty-five degrees (45 341 

degrees), one (1) sign face shall be included; provided, however,  that the area of the 342 

largest sign face shall be  used when two (2) faces are unequal in area. 343 

  344 

9. Development Standards for Permitted Sign Type:  All new signs and all existing signs 345 

which are replaced, reconstructed, extended or changed structurally shall comply with the 346 

following development standards: 347 

  348 

a. Ground mounted sign: Development Standards.  349 

  350 

[1]    Road Frontage Requirements: Ground mounted signs up to the maximum 351 

allowable size shall be permitted on zoning lots with 100 feet or more of lot width. 352 
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Where a zoning lot has less than 100 feet of lot width, a ground mounted sign shall not 353 

exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in size. 354 

   355 

[2]  Minimum Clearance: Where a ground mounted sign is located within twenty-five 356 

(25) feet of an intersecting developed street, or Town- maintained alley, a minimum 357 

ten (10) foot clearance from the ground to the bottom of the sign shall be provided. 358 

 For a monument sign, the placement of the sign shall conform with the requirements 359 

of Section 175-101. 360 

  361 

[3]   Maximum Height: Twenty (20) feet or the height of the principal structure, 362 

whichever is less; provided, however, that the maximum height of any ground-363 

mounted sign serving two (2) or more business uses within 1,000 feet of the right-of-364 

way for Interstate 66 shall be twenty-five (25) feet. 365 

   366 

b. Projecting Sign: Development Standards. 367 

  368 

[1]   Frontage Requirements: Eighteen (18) feet of ground level frontage. 369 

[2]   Angle of Projection: Ninety (90) degrees. 370 

[3]   Limit on Projection: Six (6) feet. 371 

[4]   Projection over Right-Of-Way. No sign outside the hHistoric Overlay dDistrict 372 

shall project over the public right-of-way, unless specifically approved by the Town 373 

Council. 374 

   375 

[5]  Minimum Clearance: Nine (9) Seven (7) feet vertical clearance, measured from 376 

the established grade directly below the sign to the closest point of the sign. 377 

 378 

[6]  Maximum Height: Fourteen (14) feet or the lowest point of the roof, whichever is 379 

lowest. 380 

   381 

c. Wall Sign - Development Standards: 382 

  383 

[1]  Placement, Generally:  No wall sign shall cover, cross or otherwise hide columns, 384 

belt courses or other decorative architectural features of the building, including 385 

balconies. 386 

[2] Maximum Height of Wall Signs: Twenty (20) feet or the lowest point of the roof, 387 

whichever is less; provide, however, that the maximum height of any wall sign for a 388 

business structure located within 1,000 feet of the right-of-way for Interstate 66 shall 389 

be fifty-five (55) feet. 390 

   391 

[3]  Limit on Projection: Twelve (12) inches. 392 

 393 

[4] Permanent Window Signs: Additional Restrictions. Permanent window signs shall 394 

be  limited in area to twenty-five percent (25%) of the window area or twenty-five (25) 395 

square feet, whichever is less, and shall be included in the sign area calculations. 396 

  397 

d. Awning, Canopy and Marquee Signs: Development Standards. 398 

  399 

[1] Location: Parallel to the face and not projecting above or below the face of the 400 

awning, canopy or marquee. 401 

[2] Limit on Projection: To within one (1) foot of the vertical placement of curbs, but 402 

shall in no way interfere or obstruct either pedestrian or vehicular traffic.  No such 403 
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sign outside the Historic Overlay District shall project over the public right-of-way, 404 

except as approved by the Town Council. 405 

  406 

e. Sandwich Board Style Signs: Development Standards. 407 

  408 

[1] The signs must be located on private property; however, commercial businesses in 409 

the historic districts may locate the signs on Town right-of-way upon permit approval 410 

by the Zoning Administrator.  Signs located on Town right-of-way must have at least 411 

four feet (4’) of clearance for pedestrian access between the sign and the building, and 412 

the applicant for such a permit must produce a certificate of insurance showing proof 413 

of general liability insurance with limits of liability of at least $100,000/300,000/5,000 414 

on an insurance carrier licensed to do business in the Commonwealth, and naming the 415 

Town as an “Additional Insured”. 416 

 417 

[1] Location: Shall be located within fifty (50) feet from the building entrance on the 418 

same property, and may not be located within the public-right-of-way unless a Right-419 

of-Way Utilization Permit is granted by the Town. 420 

[2] The signs may be no larger than two feet (2’) wide and four feet (4’) high. 421 

[3][2] Duration of use:  The signs may only be displayed during business hours and 422 

must be removed each evening. 423 

[4][3] Number:  Only one (1) sandwich board sign shall be permitted per business. 424 

[5][4] Appearance: Spray painted lettering on plain plywood, or similar materials, is 425 

not permitted. 426 

[6] Sandwich board signs must be located within fifty feet (50’) from the entrance to 427 

the business. Individual business on separate lots may place sandwich board signs no 428 

closer than five feet (5’) to the Town right-of-way. 429 

 430 

f.  Traditional Flag Signs:  Development Standards. 431 

 432 

[1]  Location:  Shall only be located on private property, except where a Right-of-433 

Way Utilization Permit is granted by the Town. 434 

[2] Maximum Height:  Twenty (20) feet. 435 

[3] Visibility at Intersections:  Compliance with Section 175-101. 436 

[4]   Frontage Requirements: Eighteen (18) feet of ground level frontage. 437 

[5]   Projection:  If a projecting sign, compliance with Section 175-106A.9.b. 438 

  439 

10. Construction and Maintenance Standards: 440 

  441 

a. Building Code Compliance.  All signs shall be constructed in compliance with the 442 

Virginia Uniform Building Code.  All illuminated signs shall comply with the National 443 

Electrical Code. 444 

  445 

b. Condition of Signs.  All signs and components shall be maintained in good repair and 446 

in a safe, clean and attractive condition. 447 

         448 

c. Repair or Removal of Nuisance Signs.  Any sign which is declared to be an immediate 449 

or imminent hazard to life or property may be caused to be immediately removed or 450 

repaired.  All costs associated with the removal or repair shall be charged to the owner of 451 

the premises or to the owner of the sign. 452 

  453 
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d. Removal of Obsolete Signs.  Any sign which is obsolete because of discontinuation of 454 

the advertised activity or any other reason which would cause the sign to be obsolete 455 

shall be removed within thirty (30) days. 456 

  457 

11. Nonconforming Signs: 458 

  459 

a. Nonconforming Sign, generally:  Any sign which was lawfully in existence at the time 460 

of the effective date of this Ordinance which does not conform to the provisions herein, 461 

and any sign which is accessory to a nonconforming use, shall be deemed a 462 

nonconforming sign and may remain  except as qualified in Section 175-463 

106(A)(11)(b)175-106A.11.b., herein.  No non-conforming sign shall be enlarged, 464 

extended or structurally reconstructed in any manner, unless it is in conformance with 465 

these sign regulations. However, a nonstructural sign face may be changed on a one-time 466 

basis to a new sign face. Any subsequent change to the sign face shall require that the 467 

sign be reduced in height, area and/or projection to conform to the requirements of this 468 

section.  Should a sign owner possess other nonconforming sign(s) of or totaling an 469 

equivalent size on the property, the owner may elect to permanently remove such sign(s) 470 

in exchange for sign face change to another nonconforming sign.  In such case, removal 471 

shall be made within 14 days of permit approval, and the new sign face change shall not 472 

count against the one-time change allowed in this section. 473 

   474 

b.  Removal of Nonconforming Signs:  Nonconforming signs may remain, provided that 475 

they are kept in good repair, except for the following: 476 

  477 

[1]  Damage or Destruction of Nonconforming Sign:  A nonconforming sign which is 478 

destroyed or damaged to the extent exceeding fifty percent (50%) of its appraised 479 

value shall not be altered, replaced or reinstalled unless it is in conformance with these 480 

sign regulations. If the damage or destruction is fifty percent (50%) or less of the 481 

appraised value, the sign may be restored within two (2) years of the destruction but 482 

shall not be enlarged in any manner.  The present day replacement cost of an identical 483 

new sign, as determined by a sign contractor or manufacturer, shall be considered the 484 

appraised value. 485 

  486 

[2]   Damage or Destruction of Use:  A non- conforming sign shall be removed if the 487 

structure or use to which it is accessory is destroyed or demolished to the extent 488 

exceeding fifty percent (50%) of the  principal structure's appraised value. 489 

   490 

B.  Signs Permitted by Zoning Districts: 491 

  492 

1.  Agricultural and Residential Zoning Districts; Permitted Signs: 493 

         494 

a. General Regulations: 495 

  496 

[1] Minimum Setback: Ten (10) feet from all public rights-of-way unless further 497 

restricted by provisions of this section. 498 

[2] Illumination of Signs in Residential Districts: The following signs may be 499 

illuminated, by white light only: institutional bulletin boards and residential 500 

development identification signs. 501 

  502 

b. Signs for Permitted Uses: 503 
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  504 

[1] Single-Family and Two-Family Dwellings: None, except for those signs exempt 505 

from permit requirements. 506 

[2] Residential Developments: Permanent subdivision or development identification 507 

signs indicating only the name and/or address of the premises. The identification sign 508 

shall be a ground mounted or monument sign, and the maximum sign area shall be 509 

determined as follows: 510 

  511 

[a]  Development of (20) units or less: One (1) ground mounted sign, not to exceed 512 

sixteen (16) square feet in area or eight  (8) feet in height, at each major street 513 

entrance. 514 

[b]  Development of (21) units or more: one (1) ground-mounted sign at each 515 

major street entrance not to exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in area or eight (8) 516 

feet in height. 517 

  518 

[c] Where signs are incorporated as part of a monumental entrance structure, such 519 

as a gateway, archway or freestanding entry columns, the lettering or signage 520 

incorporated therein may be physically divided and still considered as one (1) 521 

entrance sign.  The total of all lettering or signage shall not exceed the maximum 522 

allowed in this Section. 523 

  524 

[3] General Farming Activities: Two (2) ground mounted farm signs per property up to 525 

eight (8)  feet in height, with a combined area not to exceed twenty-four (24) square 526 

feet. 527 

  528 

[4]  Institutional Signs and Bulletin Boards: One (1)  ground-mounted or wall sign per 529 

use, not to exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in area and eight (8) feet in height for 530 

ground-mounted signs or ten (10) feet in height for wall-mounted signs.  The Town 531 

Council may, by special permit, approve an increase in size to thirty-two (32) square 532 

feet. In addition to the signs otherwise allowed by this section, any educational 533 

institution located on not less than fifty (50) contiguous acres and with road frontage 534 

on not fewer than four (4) public streets may have up to four (4) ground-mounted 535 

identification signs, facing outwards from the grounds of the institution, each not to 536 

exceed seventy-five (75) square feet in area and eight (8) feet in height. Two (2) of 537 

such signs may have a second face, on the side facing into the institution. 538 

   539 

[5] Professional Office, Nursing Homes and Bed & Breakfast Homes: One (1) sign not 540 

to exceed twenty-four (24) square feet per principal structure and eight (8) feet in 541 

height. 542 

   543 

[6] Medical and Professional Centers:  Facilities located within a center of at least two 544 

(2) acres in size and including five (5) or more functions or offices planned as an 545 

integrated development shall be authorized to erect signs based on the following: 546 

  547 

[a]  Signs for Individual Establishments or Functions Within Center: Same as for 548 

 multiple businesses, as outlined in Section 175-106(B)(2)(c).175-106B.2.c. 549 

[b] Center Identification Sign:  One (1) ground mounted or monument style sign 550 

per street frontage with an area of one (1) square foot per four (4) linear feet of lot 551 

frontage on which the sign is to be erected, up to a maximum of sixty (60) square 552 

feet. The center identification sign shall display only the name and address of the 553 
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center, and establishments located therein.  No other ground mounted signs shall 554 

be permitted on that same road frontage within the center. 555 

  556 

c. Signs for Accessory Uses: 557 

  558 

[1] Accessory Management or Rental Offices: One (1) sign up to four (4) feet in area 559 

and four (4) feet in height. 560 

[2] Other Accessory Uses:  one (1) sign up to four (4) square feet in area and four (4) 561 

feet in height. 562 

  563 

2.  Business and Industrial Zoning Districts: Permitted Signs. 564 

  565 

a. Signs in Business and Industrial Districts: General Regulations: 566 

  567 

[1] Development and Construction Standards:  All signs requiring a permit shall 568 

comply with the development, construction and maintenance standards of Sections 569 

175-106(A)(9) and  175-106(A)(10).175-106A.9. and 175-106A.10. 570 

[2] Signs Facing Residential Areas: Any sign erected within one hundred (100) feet of 571 

either the principal structure of an existing residential use or the boundary of a 572 

residential zoning district shall be non-illuminated and limited to thirty-two (32) 573 

square feet in area. 574 

   575 

[3] Minimum setback of ground Mounted and Monument Signs: Five (5) feet from any 576 

public right- of-way, service drive or entrance. 577 

  578 

b. Signs for Individual Businesses: A single business located on one (1) zoning lot or 579 

separate businesses located on separate road frontages may erect signs as follows: 580 

  581 

[1] Maximum Number of Signs Per Business: Five (5); however, only through lots as 582 

defined  in Section 175-3 shall be permitted to have more than one (1) ground-583 

mounted sign, with only one (1) sign erected on each street frontage. For structures 584 

with a gross floor area of 50,000 square feet or more permitted by Special Permit, 585 

additional unlimited wall signs may be permitted, within the maximum area permitted 586 

by Section 175-106B.2.b[3][a]175-106B.2.b[3], as part of a coordinated design 587 

package, reviewed in conjunction with the Special Permit. Such structures previously 588 

granted a Special Permit may apply for additional signage by amendment to the 589 

Special Permit. 590 

   591 

[2] Types of Signs Permitted: Wall, ground mounted, monument style, projecting, 592 

window, awning, canopy, marquee, permitted temporary sign, sandwich board style 593 

and traditional flag. 594 

   595 

[3]  Maximum Size of Signs: 596 

  597 

[a] Wall or Marquee Sign:  One (1) square foot per linear foot of building width 598 

on which the sign is to be attached, up to a maximum of sixty (60) square feet of 599 

signage on any building elevation which fronts on a public street or parking area; 600 

provided, however, that the maximum size of any wall sign for a business located 601 

within 1,000 feet of the right-of-way of Interstate 66 shall be 120 square feet.  In 602 

addition to the basic 60 square feet sign area, structures permitted by Special 603 
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Permit with a gross floor area of 50,000 square feet or more, may be permitted to 604 

increase the total wall sign area, calculated as described herein, not to exceed 120 605 

square feet of additional area, for a maximum total of 180 square feet. Such 606 

additional sign area shall be permitted only as part of a coordinated design 607 

package reviewed in conjunction with the Special Permit application. Such 608 

structures previously granted a Special Permit for increased building area may 609 

apply for additional sign area by amendment to the Special Permit. Artistic 610 

murals containing business or product advertising may be approved for a size 611 

exceeding sixty (60) square feet by special permit, pursuant to Section 175-136, 612 

when located outside the hHistoric Overlay dDistrict or by the Board of 613 

Architectural Review, pursuant to Section 175-88, when located within the 614 

hHistoric Overlay dDistrict. 615 

   616 

[b] Ground Mounted or Monument Style Signs:  On  lots with 100 feet or more of 617 

lot width, one (1) square foot per three (3) linear feet of  lot width on the side 618 

where the sign is to be located, up to a maximum size of sixty (60) square feet and 619 

a maximum height of twenty (20) feet.  Lots with less than 100 feet of lot width 620 

shall conform to the maximum size in Section 175-106(A)(9)(a)(1)175-621 

106A.9.a[1]. On shared signs permitted pursuant to Section 175-106(B)(2)(h) 622 

175-106B.2.h, a maximum size of sixty (60) square feet per sign and a maximum 623 

height of twenty-five (25) feet for the sign structure including all sign faces. 624 

   625 

[c] Awning or Canopy Sign: One (1) square foot per linear foot of the awning or 626 

canopy, up to ten (10) square feet. 627 

[d] Projecting Sign: One (1) square foot per linear foot of building width on which 628 

the sign is to be attached, up to sixteen (16) square feet. 629 

[e] Traditional Flag Sign: Maximum of fifteen (15) square feet, and no one side 630 

exceeding a length of five (5) feet. 631 

[f] Sandwich Board Sign:  2’ wide and 4’ high 632 

  633 

c. Signs for a Single Zoning Lot Having Two or More Businesses: Multiple businesses 634 

located on a single zoning lot may erect signs as follows: 635 

  636 

[1] Maximum Number of Signs Per Zoning Lot:  A zoning lot shall be permitted to 637 

have erected either one (1) projecting sign and one (1) ground mounted sign on a street 638 

frontage, but not both. 639 

[2] Maximum Number of Signs Per Business With An Individual Outside Entrance: 640 

Two (2), except that one (1) additional sign for a corner unit facing a street or parking 641 

lot is permitted. For structures with a gross floor area of 50,000 square feet or more 642 

permitted by Special Permit, additional unlimited wall signs may be permitted within 643 

the maximum area permitted by Section 175-106B.2.b[3][a]175-106B.2.b[3][a], as 644 

part of a coordinated package, reviewed in conjunction with the Special Permit. Such 645 

structures previously granted a Special Permit may apply for an unlimited number of 646 

signs by amendment to the Special Permit. 647 

   648 

[3] Types of Signs Permitted: Wall, ground mounted, monument style, projecting, 649 

awning, canopy, window, marquee, traditional flag or permitted temporary sign. 650 

[4] Maximum Size of Signs: Same as for individual businesses [Section 175 651 

106(B)(2)(b)175-106B.2.b.] or multiple businesses located on a single zoning lot 652 

[Section 175-106(B)(2)(c)(2). 653 
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  654 

[5] Directory Sign: One (1) up to sixty (60) square feet in area and twenty (20) feet in 655 

height.  A ground mounted directory sign precludes the use of any other ground 656 

mounted sign on that same street frontage. 657 

[6] Wall Signs For Individual Businesses Sharing A Common Entrance:  One (1) wall 658 

sign, not to exceed twelve (12) square feet, is permitted for each business tenant. 659 

   660 

[7] Tenant Spaces Under Canopied Walkway: Where tenant spaces are recessed under 661 

a canopied walkway, one additional double-faced projecting sign [not to exceed six (6) 662 

square feet] located under the canopy adjacent to the main entry of the individual 663 

tenant may be permitted. 664 

  665 

d. Signs for Commercial, Office and Industrial Centers: Commercial, office or industrial 666 

uses located within a center or park of at least two (2) acres in size and  including five (5) 667 

or more establishments planned as an integrate development shall be authorized to erect 668 

signs based on the following: 669 

  670 

[1] Signs for Individual Establishments Within Center: the same as for individual or 671 

multiple businesses, as appropriate [Section 175-106(B)(2)(b) 175-106B.2.b. or (c), 672 

respectively]. 673 

  674 

[2] Center Identification Sign: One (1) ground mounted or monument style sign per 675 

street frontage, with an area of one (1) square foot per four (4) linear feet of lot 676 

frontage on which the sign is to be erected, up to a maximum of sixty (60) square feet.  677 

Upon request by the owner or owners of the center or park, and with submission of a 678 

master plan showing all proposed signage within the center or park, the Planning 679 

Commission may approve, or approve with conditions, an increase to the maximum 680 

size for a Center Identification Sign up to a maximum area of 150 square feet, and an 681 

increase to the maximum number of Center Identification Signs up to a total of two 682 

(2), provided that the total square feet of the two (2) signs does not exceed 150.  In 683 

review of such a request, the Planning Commission will consider the sign(s) 684 

appearance, impact(s) to adjacent properties, proximity to other ground-mounted 685 

signs, visibility from adjacent roads, and the overall size of the development.  The 686 

center identification sign shall display only the name and address of the center and 687 

establishments located therein.  No other ground-mounted signs, other than exempt 688 

signs, shall be permitted on that same road frontage within the center or park. 689 

 690 

e. Signs For Gasoline Stations: Automobile service and gasoline stations shall comply 691 

with all applicable sign regulations within this section; provided, however, that the 692 

following additional regulations shall apply: 693 

  694 

[1] Changeable Fuel Price Signs: Ground mounted or monument style signs shall be 695 

authorized to include changeable fuel price signs indicating the current price of fuel 696 

dispensed on the premises. If the fuel price sign is freestanding, it shall be erected as 697 

an integral part of the ground mounted sign and shall not be included in the sign area 698 

calculations, except for any portion of the price sign that exceeds fifty percent (50%) 699 

of the total sign areas. 700 

   701 

[2] Gas Pump Signs: Each gas pump shall be permitted a total of one (1) square foot of 702 

sign area to identify the product dispensed. 703 



 

15 

  704 

[3] Canopy Signs: A canopy covering gas pumps shall be permitted additional logo 705 

signage located on the canopy, not to exceed a total of twenty-four (24) square feet. 706 

Such signs shall be included in the maximum number of signs allowed. 707 

  708 

f. Signs For Theaters:  Theaters are authorized to erect one (1) of the permitted wall or 709 

marquee signs with a changeable copy board displaying the name(s) and time(s) of the 710 

current motion picture or theatrical production. 711 

  712 

g. Signs For Other Uses Within Business and Industrial  Employment Districts:  In cases 713 

where neither the regulations within Section subsections 175-106 (B)(l) or (2) 175-714 

106B.1. or 175-106B.2. specifically address a sign for a permissible use  within a 715 

business or employment district, the Zoning Administrator shall make a written 716 

interpretation of the section, which shall be kept on file and used as a guide for future 717 

determinations. 718 

  719 

h. Shared signs for businesses located within 1,000 feet of the right-of-way of Interstate 720 

66: Any two (2) adjacent businesses located within 1,000 feet of the right-of-way of 721 

Interstate 66 and which share a common highway entrance shall be authorized to erect 722 

one (1) sign structure containing a separate sign for each business which may be erected 723 

on the property of either business or partially on each property; provided that such sign 724 

structure and the signs thereon comply with the provisions of this section with regard to 725 

height and maximum size for each sign on the structure. 726 

  727 

3. Signs in the Historic Overlay District: 728 

  729 

a. Certificate of Appropriateness Required:  Signs within the Historic Overlay District 730 

require the approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness by the Board of Architectural 731 

Review prior to the issuance of a sign permit by the Zoning Administrator. 732 

  733 

b. Area, Height and Location of Signs:  The area, height and location standards for the 734 

underlying zoning district shall be applicable to signs erected in the Historic Overlay 735 

District. 736 

   737 

c. Sign Requirements May Be Waived:  The Zoning Administrator may authorize the 738 

waiver of the sign requirements for setback, spacing, number, frontage,  height, area and 739 

type of signs within the Historic Overlay District if the Board of Architectural Review 740 

approves a specific sign proposal consistent with the character of the building to which it 741 

relates and other  surrounding properties.  In no case, however, may a sign exceed a 742 

maximum of sixty (60) square feet. 743 

   744 

d. Additional Review Criteria: Any sign erected within the Historic Overlay District shall 745 

also satisfy all applicable   standards and guidelines adopted by the Board of 746 

Architectural Review. 747 

  748 

e. Projection Over the Sidewalk:  Perpendicular signs may be allowed to project over the 749 

sidewalk or public right-of-way, provided that a minimum vertical clearance of nine (9) 750 

feet is maintained and installation is made to ensure public safety.  Signs within the 751 

Public Right-of-Way:  A sign may be placed within, or project into, the public right-of-752 
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way inside of the Historic Overlay District, but only if a Right-of-way Utilization Permit 753 

is issued by the Town. 754 

  755 

C.  Administration: 756 

  757 

1. Sign Permit Procedures: 758 

  759 

a. Applicability:  A sign permit shall be required for  each sign erected after the effective 760 

date of this Article, except for those signs which are specifically  excluded from the sign 761 

permit requirements as provided in Section 175-106(A)(6)175-106A.6. 762 

   763 

b. Filing of Application; Fees: Applications for sign permits shall be filed by the 764 

applicant or his agent with the Zoning Administrator, shall contain information required 765 

herein and shall be accompanied by a fee, as established from time to time by resolution 766 

of the Town Council. 767 

  768 

c. Information Required: All applications for sign permits shall contain or have attached 769 

      thereto the following information in either written or graphic form: 770 

  771 

[1] Name, address and telephone number of the sign erector and the sign owner. 772 

[2] Position of the sign in relation to adjacent lot lines, buildings, sidewalks, streets 773 

and intersections. 774 

[3] Type of sign and general description of structural design and construction of 775 

materials to be used. 776 

[4] Purpose of the proposed sign. 777 

[5] Drawings of the proposed sign which shall contain specifications indicating the 778 

height, perimeter and area dimensions, means of support, method of illumination, 779 

 colors and any other significant aspect of the proposed sign. 780 

[6] Size and placement of all existing signs to remain on the property. 781 

[7] Any other information requested by the Zoning Administrator in order to carry out 782 

the purpose and intent of these regulations. 783 

  784 

d. Recording of Sign Permit: The Zoning Administrator shall maintain a record of all sign 785 

  permits issued.  All sign permits shall be numbered in the order of their issuance. 786 

  787 

e. Inspections:  A final inspection shall be completed after installation of approved signs. 788 

Any discrepancies   between the approved sign and the sign as constructed shall be 789 

identified and may result in the halt of construction or sign removal, if so ordered by the 790 

Zoning Administrator. 791 

  792 

f. Revocations:  The Zoning Administrator may revoke a permit or approval if it is found 793 

that there has been concealment or misrepresentation of material facts in either the 794 

application or plans. 795 

  796 

g. Appeals: Any decision made by the Zoning Administrator while interpreting or 797 

enforcing these sign regulations may be appealed to the Board of Zoning Appeals. 798 

  799 

2.  Temporary Sign Permit Procedures:  All signs requiring the issuance of a temporary sign 800 

permit, as established in Section 175-106(A)(7), shall submit all information requested by the 801 

Zoning Administrator prior to the issuance of such permit.  The approved permit shall 802 
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include the expiration date of the temporary permit.  The applicant may request extensions of 803 

said permit for good cause.  Temporary signs remaining after the expiration of the permit 804 

shall be considered in violation of this chapter and shall be immediately removed. 805 

  806 

3.  Expiration of Sign Permits; Signs Not Constructed: A sign permit shall expire and become 807 

null and void if the approved sign is not completely erected within a period of twelve (12) 808 

months from the date the permit was originally issued.  The Zoning Administrator may grant 809 

one (1) extension of the sign permit for a period of six (6) months, but in no case shall a 810 

permit be valid for more than a total of eighteen (18) months.  Extensions may be granted 811 

only when the proposed sign is in compliance with all current applicable regulations. 812 

     813 

4. Variances to Certain Sign Regulations Not Permitted. Unless specifically authorized 814 

herein, no variance to the standards established for regulating the size of signs shall be 815 

authorized. 816 

  817 
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