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The regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Front Royal, Virginia was held on 
December 10, 2012, in the Warren County Government Center’s Board Meeting Room. Mayor 
Darr led Council and those attending in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag and a Moment of 
Silence. The roll was called at 7:00 p.m. 
 

PRESENT:  Mayor Timothy W. Darr 
Vice Mayor N. Shae Parker 
Councilman Daryl L. Funk 
Councilman Bret W. Hrbek 
Councilman Thomas H. Sayre 
Councilman Eugene R. Tewalt 
Councilman Hollis L. Tharpe 
Town Manager Steven M. Burke, P.E. 
Town Attorney Douglas W. Napier 
Clerk of Council Jennifer E. Berry, CMC 

 
 

(The above listed members represent the full body of Council as authorized in the Town 
Charter.) 
 

Vice Mayor Parker moved, seconded by Councilman Tharpe, that Council approve the Regular Council Meeting 
minutes of November 26, 2012 as presented. 
 

Vote: Yes – Funk, Hrbek, Parker, Tewalt, Tharpe and Sayre 
No – N/A 
Abstain – N/A 
Absent – N/A 
(Mayor Darr did not vote as there was no tie to require his vote) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

RECEIPT OF PETITIONS OR CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

There were no receipts of petitions or correspondence from the public. 
 
REPORT OF THE MAYOR, COUNCIL & STAFF 
 

Mr. Burke: 
 Reported that the paving contractor would be returning and advised the 

public to be aware of signage throughout Town; 
 Noted that the pedestrian crossing installations were nearly complete; 
 Stated that the issues with Channel 16 continue to be looked into and 

encouraged that those that desired to examine recent meetings to go to 
the Town’s website for viewing; 

 Reminded the citizenry that the Town would be closed on December 
24th and 25th for the Christmas holiday, as well as January 1st for New 
Year’s. He also noted the appropriate collection days for refuse. 

 

Councilman Sayre read the following statement into the record: 
 

Almost two years ago today on December 6, 2010, I placed on the work session 
agenda to have urban deer archery within the town limits.   Look it up.  It’s in the 
town minutes. I introduced the idea and promoted it. Unfortunately everyone was 
against it initially. Now thankfully it has been embraced.  
 
In a video interview with TV 3 reporter Hattie Cheek, I stated there were serious 
consequences to hunting within the town limits illegally. I did not condone improper 
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hunting and Hattie Cheek did not think I gave that impression to her at all. But from 
the limited video segment I understand how one could get that impression. As 
always, I thank TV 3 for their local reporting. 
 
Secondly Mr. Mayor, I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and I hope 
everyone remembers the spirit to keep Christ in Christmas this year. 

 

Vice Mayor Parker noted that the pedestrian signs were a bright yellow on Main Street and they 
did not match the other downtown signs. He asked that Staff have a greater attention to detail 
with their sign program in order to have consistency throughout. Mr. Parker added that there 
was a sign recently for High Street that was replaced; it is green, while the other street signs are 
brown. 
 
Vice Mayor Parker asked that Blue Ride Avenue and Cloud Street speeds be looked into, as a 
citizen had expressed concern with the high speeds traveled in the area. 
 
Councilman Sayre asked about the United Way game for the community. Councilman Hrbek 
noted that the United Way put together a Warren-opoly game with all proceeds going towards 
the community’s Front Royal/Warren County United Way. He stated that local stores would 
soon have them available for Christmas gifts. 
 
Mayor Darr thanked the employees that participated in the bell ringing for the Salvation Army 
this season. He noted that the United Way board game was also a fine example of how there are 
so many great organizations that assist the citizenry of the Front Royal/Warren County 
community. 
 
Mayor Darr wished all citizens in the community a prosperous and safe Christmas and Happy 
New Year. 
 
Mayor Darr noted that Mr. Denny Pennington was retiring from employment with the Town of 
Front Royal. He noted that Mr. Pennington was hired initially in 1974 and moved to the 
Electric Department in 1983. Mayor Darr presented a plaque to Mr. Pennington to recognize 
his service to the Town of Front Royal. Council thanked Mr. Pennington for his service to the 
Town and offered their congratulations on his retirement. 
 
Mayor Darr asked if there were any proposals for additions or deletions to the agenda. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  

A. COUNCIL APPROVAL: DMV License Plate Funding 
B. COUNCIL APPROVAL: Acceptance of Donation from Beautification Committee for 

Trees on N. Royal Avenue 
C. COUNCIL APPROVAL: Bid - Concrete 
 

Mayor Darr noted that it was exceptional that the Beautification Committee donated $3,200 for 
the purchase and planting of trees along North Royal Avenue. He thanked the Beautification 
Committee for their efforts and such a donation, noting that it was this type of involvement 
that made the community great. 
 

Vice Mayor Parker moved, seconded by Councilman Funk, that Council approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. 
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Vote: Yes – Funk, Hrbek, Parker, Tewalt, Tharpe and Sayre 
No – N/A 
Abstain – N/A 
Absent – N/A 
(Mayor Darr did not vote as there was no tie to require his vote) 

(By Roll Call) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

COUNCIL APPROVAL: Amendments to Section 134-1 D, Extension Moratorium 
Areas, Pertaining to Water & Sewer Connections (2nd Reading) 
 

Councilman Funk made the following disclosure for the record: 

Based on an opinion from the Town Attorney, I elect to disqualify myself from participating in item 8 of 
tonight’s agenda, regarding amendments Section 134-1 “Connections: Defining Exemption Areas”. My 
law firm represents businesses and/or individuals in the affected areas. It is my understanding that the 
Code of Professional responsibility governing ethical conduct among attorneys will not allow me to 
disclose the names and addresses of those clients of my firm because to do so would cause me to 
breach my duty of confidentiality towards those clients. However, that information will be revealed in 
accordance with a lawful judicial directive. Thank you. 
 
Vice Mayor Parker moved, seconded by Councilman Tharpe, that Council adopt on its second and final reading, 
Amendments to Town Code Section 134-1 D, Extension moratorium Areas, pertaining to Water & Sewer 
Connections as presented. 
 

Vote: Yes – Hrbek, Parker, Tewalt and Tharpe 
No – Sayre 
Abstain – Funk 
Absent – N/A 
(Mayor Darr did not vote as there was no tie to require his vote) 

(By Roll Call) 
 

 ORDINANCE: §134-1, D Pertaining To Water & Sewer Connections  
 

WHEREAS, the Water & Sewer Policy was codified into Town Code Chapter 134-1 

by Council on June 25, 2012; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the area defined as the Rt 522 Corridor for purposes of exemption from 

the Out-of-Town utility provision moratorium was based upon the original 1998 

Corridor Agreement; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the 1999 Amendment to the original 1998 Corridor Agreement 

expanded the area designated as the Rt 522 Corridor designated for utility provision; 

and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED by the Town Council of the town of 

Front Royal, Virginia that Chapter 134-1 of the Front Royal Town Code is hereby 

amended as follows: 

 

134-1 Connections 

D.  Extension Moratorium Areas 

 

Recognizing demonstrated service issues in providing utility service to certain areas 

within Warren County, a moratorium of utility connections and extensions to all 
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undeveloped properties or lots not served by Town utilities as of the date of adoption 

of this Code Section is established that shall require sufficient studies and modeling 

prior to the Town’s consideration of additional connections or extensions with the 

exception of: 

1. Property zoned commercial or industrial that is currently located within the Rt. 522 

Corridor located to the east of Rt. 522, south of Fairground Road, west of the Norfolk 
and Southern Railroad and north of Country Club Road as defined in that 
“Amendment to an Agreement Between the County of Warren and the Town of 
Front Royal Regarding the Provision of Water and Sewer Service by the Town in the 
U.S. Route 522/340 North Corridor and the Assumption of Full Funding and 
Responsibility by the County of Fire/Rescue, Parks/Recreation Operations, and 
Animal Control Services” dated August 9, 1999 entered into between the Town of 
Front Royal, Virginia, and County of Warren, Virginia as both sides of U.S. Routes 
522/340 North of the Town of Front Royal, extending to Crooked Run on the West, 
the Norfolk Southern Railroad tracks on the East, and Fairground Road (SR 661) to 
the North;  

2. Blue Ridge Shadows Subdivision as platted on November 26, 2012; 

3. McKay Property jointly owned by the Town and County as platted on November 26, 

2012; 

4. Henselstone Subdivision as platted on November 26, 2012 

5. Guard Hill Road parcels located within 100’ of the existing water main on November 

26, 2012 

6. Harmony Hollow Road parcels located within 100’ of the existing water main on 

November 26, 2012 
 

This ordinance shall become effective immediately.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

COUNCIL APPROVAL: Alley Vacation from Shelby J. Elkins 
 

Vice Mayor Parker moved, seconded by Councilman Hrbek, that Council approve the request from Shelby Jean 
Jeffries Elkins to vacate a portion of the alley located between West 9th Street and West 10th Street just west of 
N. Shenandoah Avenue. 
 

Councilman Tharpe stated that the Viewing Committee recommended denial; Mr. Burke noted 
that was correct. Vice Mayor Parker clarified why the motion was in the positive for Council. 
 
Councilman Hrbek asked about the notation on the agenda cover sheet that Staff recommends 
“approval” though the Committee recommends denial. Mr. Burke noted that that notation was 
in error, and Staff concurs with the Viewing Committee to deny the request. 
 

Vote: Yes – N/A 
No – Funk, Hrbek, Parker, Sayre and Tewalt 
Abstain – Tharpe 
Absent – N/A 
(Mayor Darr did not vote as there was no tie to require his vote) 

(By Roll Call) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENT: Urban Forestry Advisory Commission (UFAC) 
 

Councilman Tewalt moved, seconded by Councilman Sayre, that Council appoint Cary Hulse to the Urban 
Forestry Advisory Commission (UFAC) to fill an un-expired term, said term to expire December 20, 2015. 
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Councilman Sayre noted that the interview went very well with Mr. Hulse. 
 
Vote: Yes – Funk, Hrbek, Parker, Tewalt, Tharpe and Sayre 

No – N/A 
Abstain – N/A 
Absent – N/A 
(Mayor Darr did not vote as there was no tie to require his vote) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

There being no further business, the Mayor declared the meeting adjourned at 7:19 p.m. 
 
                                                                                   APPROVED: 

 
                                               ___________________________   

       Jennifer E. Berry 
Clerk of Council 


